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Mississippi History

Folk art o political memorabilia O war weapons O
clothing O healthcare oddities O more

Over 12,000 artifacts makeup  mission to educate the public
the Old Capitol Museum’scol-  about the history of the state.
lection. Each tells a story that ~ Thisexhibit featuresasampling
ispart of Mississippi’srichand  of artifacts, each corresponding
fascinating history. By collect-  to aletter of the alphabet, that
ing and interpreting these provideglimpsesintothestate's
items, the museum fulfills its  many-faceted history.
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Elbert R. Hilliard Day

About 700 people
filled the Old Capi-
tol January 27 to
deliver best wishes
to Elbert Hilliard
on the occasion of
hisretirement after
almost 40 years of
service at MDAH.
Top right, H.T.
Holmes, newMDAH
director (left), pre-
sentsafaux histori-
cal marker entitled
“Mr. Hilliard,”
which contained
multipleerrorsand
familiar  attri-
butions (see page 2
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Live Oak Landscapes recently removed vegetation sprouting
among the crevices atop the columns at Windsor Ruins, Claiborne
County. Windsor is located on Highway 552 near Alcorn Sate
University and is open to the public. The MDAH Historic Proper-
ties Division administers the site.

Faux, error-filled marker pre-
sented to Elbert R Hilliard by staff
members at the reception honor-
ing him on January 27. (During
histenureat MDAH, Hilliard me-
ticuloudly edited text for hundreds
of markers for the Sate Histori-
cal Marker program.)

Mr. Hilliard

Alsoknown as"Coach" and "Buddy", Dr. Hillard
served for 37 years as director of the Ms. Department
of History and Archives. During histenure Mr. Hillard
worked to catalog & preserve alot of papers, some old
buildings, historical cemetaries, the stump from the
Garden of Eden and a mummy. Best known for
keeping a clean desk and an empty calendar. It is
believed that he once told a short story. Not yet listed
on the National Registry of Historical Landmarks.




Spring issue JMH Features

The spring Journal of Missis-
sippi History includes articles
on slave trading in Natchez,
Senator James O. Eastland’s
rolein the FEPC filibuster and
the postwar reconstruction of
Germany, and an intriguing
Civil Wear raid.

“Driving Out the Slave Trad-
ers. The Natchez Uprising of
1833" iscontributed by Natchez
National Historical Park histo-
rian Thom Rosenblum. Univer-
sity of North Carolina profes-
sor Chris Myerswrote “Revis-
iting Reconstruction: JamesO.
Eastland, the FEPC, and the
Struggle to Rebuild Germany,
1945-1946." “Mann'sForay: A
Grierson-LikeRaid That Failed”
is by University of Southern
Mississippi professor emeritus
James G. Hollandsworth, Jr.

Subscriptions to the Jour-
nal are $25 per year for four is-
sues. To subscribe, call 601/576-

6849.

The Mississippi Historical
Society’s Internet magazine
Mississippi History NOW re-
ceived the Mississippi Humani-
ties Council Chair’'s Award for
Specia AchievementsintheHu-
manitiesin ceremonies February
4. The site, designed for teach-
ers and students, has become
popular with scholars and
laypeople alike. The site fea-
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“Lynching on Capitol Hill,” Chicalgo Defender, January 26,

1946, depicts filibuster in Congress by Senator James O.

Eastland and others.

tures a new essay each month
on a pertinent topic in Missis-
Sippi history, and previous ar-
ticlesarearchived. IntheMarch
issue USM professor Deanne S.
Nuwer explores the history of
gambling—from stickball to ca-
sinos— in Mississippi. Right,
MHS president Donna Dye,
Ridgeland, (left) with MHNOW
editor Peggy Jeanes, Jackson.

Moore on Gl Jews: March 8-10

Deborah Dash Moore, author of
Gl Jews: How World War 11
Changed a Generation, will
present programs at three sites
inearly March: March8at 7 p.m.
at the National D-Day Museum
inNew Orleans; March9at 7 p.m.
at the USM Liberal Arts Build-
ing in Hattiesburg; and March
10 at 7 p.m. at the Mississippi
Gulf Coast Community College
ArenaTheater in Gulfport. In her
book Moore describes the

struggles endured by the half-
million Jews in the armed ser-
vices, battling not only the en-
emy but also the prejudice of fel-
low soldiers. Sheshowshow mili-
tary service strengthened Jews'
identification with American
democraticidealsaswell astheir
Jewish heritage. The programis
part of the Southern States L iter-
ary Series sponsored by the
Goldring/Woldenberg Institute
of Southern Jewish Life.

Subscribe to the
Mississippi
History
Newsletter.

It’s free.

Call 601/ 576-6849
or email
pubinfo@mdabh.
state.ms.us

Grand Village
Special Events

ThelbervilleNatchez Reenact-
ment will be presented Friday
and Saturday, M ar ch 4-5, at the
Grand Village of the Natchez In-
dians, 400 Jefferson DavisBlvd.,
Natchez. Reenactorswill recre-
ate scenesof French Colonialists
and Native Americans at the
March 11, 1700, landing of
Iberville at Natchez, the smok-
ing of the peace calumet, and the
establishment of friendly rela
tions prior to the construction
of Fort Rosaliein 1716. Ceremo-
nieswill beat 10a.m.and 1 p.m.
Friday and 10 am. and 2 p.m.
Saturday, but therewill beactivi-
tiesfrom9am. until 3p.m. each
day. Admissionisfree. For more
information cal (601) 446-6502.
On Saturday and Sunday,
March 19-20, the 17th Annual
Natchez Powwow will beheld at
Grand Village. NativeAmerican
dancing is scheduled for Satur-
day afternoon and evening and
Sunday afternoon. Craft and
food booths will be open both
days. Admission is$2 for adults
and $1 for ages 12 and under.
Bringlawn chairs. Only Powwow
participantsare allowed to camp
on the grounds. For more infor-
mation, contact Powwow chair
Dr. Chuck Borum (601/ 442-0200
or cborum@hotmail.com) or
visit mdah.state.ms.us/hprop/
gvnievents.html.

Camp Van Dorn

Museum Opening

The Camp Van Dorn World War
Il Museum in Centreville opens
to the public in ceremonies on
Saturday, March 19, at 1 p.m., ac-
cording to Mildred Field, mu-
seum chair. The museum honors
the men and women who trained
at the camp during World War 11
and demonstrates through ex-
hibits of artifacts, photographs,
and text the critical contribution
of thecamp tothewar effort. The
public is cordialy invited to at-
tend. For moreinformation, call
Mildred Field at 601/ 645-5930.



Governor’s Mansion Docents (gathered for Docent Luncheon, December 7, 2004)
First row (I-r): Shirlee Lawson, Lynn Suart, Andi McDaniel, First Lady Marsha Barbour,
Lucy Bishop, Doris Brickell; second row (I-r): Sarah Flanagan, Melanie McKinley, MDAH
Board member and Mansion Committee chair Lynn Gammill, Dot Fowler, Frances Kees,
Barbara Bell, Lounette Maxwell; third row (I-r): Dot Ward, Betty Lake, Ruby McLemore,
Sally Carmichael, Doris McCullen, Carol Robertson; fourth row (I-r): Sylvia Walker, Ruth
Byars, Alice Carol Perry, Jane Jones, Earline Raines, Sue McRoberts, Jane Baird, Charlotte
Watkins, back row (I-r): MDAH Museum Division director Lucy Allen, Buena Lee Huff,
Frances VanZant, Clytice Gardner, Charlotte Wallace, MDAH director Elbert R. Hilliard,
MDAH Archives and Library Division director H. T. Holmes, Babs Sevier, Tom Bowen. Not
pictured: Martha Ball, Betty Douglass, Nell Jordan, Mary Louise Nosser, Annette Redden,
Lois Russell, Sster Smmons, Eula Sanley, Mansion Committee members Jack Garner and
Betty Scott, First Lady’s executive assistant Brenda Dean, Mansion administrator Cora Gee,
and Mansion curator Mary Lohrenz.

NHL Study

The National Park Service is
conducting astudy onthe Battle
of Port Gibson property in
Claiborne County to determine
its potential for designationasa
National Historic Landmark. The
National Historic Landmarks
program recognizes properties
of national significance in the
nation’shistory, architecture, ar-
chaeol ogy, engineering, and cul-
ture. The most recent National
Historic Landmark designation
in Mississippi was the Eudora
Welty Housein Jackson.

Small World

H.T.Holmes, thenew MDAH di-
rector, recently had acongratula-
tory email messagefromKenNall,
Jr., aformer colleagueat MDAH:
“1 wanted to congratul ate you on
becoming the sixth director of the
Mississippi Department of Ar-
chives and History. | have a spe-
cial professional feeling for
MDAH, sincel wasasummer in-
terntherein 1973. It wasthe start
of my career in the archives pro-
fession, and just last February |
became Alaska State Archivigt,
having worked previoudy at the
University of Mississippi’s De-
partment of Archivesand Specia
Collections, as Archivist at
Kennedy Space Center, then as
Archivist at Montgomery
County’sArchives.” Nail isana
tiveof Tupelo.



